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the attoniey of record. Applicant respectfully requests the Patent Office to send a notice 
confirming tliis change. 

Please charge any additional fees, including any fees for additional extension of time, or 
credit overpayment to Deposit Account No. 1 1-141 0. 

Respectfully submitted. 



KNOBBE, MARTENS, OLSON & BEAR, LLP 



Dated: 



By: 



£0^ 



S:\D0CS\RMN\EMN-1 7S3.D0C:5ad:] 02402 



Eric M. Nelson 
Registration No. 43,829 
Attorney of Record 
Customer No. 20,995 
(619) 235-8550 



FAX RECEIVED 



01/08/03 16:09 FAX 



11004 



and a stop member affixed to said line between said guide nicmbcr and said releasable 
member, said stop engaging said guid.. member >vhen said line is dra^«i in a proximal direction 
tn pull said body in a proximal direction, sairt ti^lahng to engage said releasable member 
whm said line is translated in a distal direcdon relative to said body so as lo engage said 
releassblr member and release said releasable member from said body as said stop member 
translates in a distal direction. 

4. (T\vicE amended) The device of Claim 2 wherein the axis of the arcrfcure of said 

guide is parallel to the axis of said pin. 
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Claim 1 is directed to a releasable fishing device having a body, a fim guide member 
attached to the proximal end of the body, a rdea^aWe member having an aperture thercthxo,^h 
and having a pir, that has an axis, a pin housing anar.h«1 to the distal end of the body, a line 
threaded through the firrt guide member and the apermie, and a stop member affixed to the line 
between the first guide member and the releasable member. The axis of the pin is laterally offset 
fix)m the axis of the aperture. 

■me Examiner rejected Claim 1 under 35 U.S.C. §1 12 in that the guide member recited 
in line 1 1, of Claim 1 did not have antecedent basis. That antrr.«1cnt basis has been collected by 
referencing the first guide member. 

In addition, the Examiner rejected Claims 1, 2 and 6 under 35 U.S.C. § 102(c) and 
Claim 5 under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) over Fan- et aJ. 

Claim 1 has been amended above to call for the axis of the aperture in the releasable 
memhCT to be laterally offset from the axis of the pin, which also fornis part of the releasable 
member. Fan ct al. on the other hand shows a releasable member having a pin and an aperture, 
in which the axis of the pin is oriented at an angle of 90 degrees to the axis of the aperture. 
These axis, however, appear to be immrctinf . 

Applicant's inteiprctation of Fan et al. is tb'.t the axis of the pin and the axis of the 
apcmirc are. intersecting and thus are not offset from each other. Thu.s. it la believed the claim as 
currently drafted distingin.<«hr.s over Farr et al. However, to further distinguish from. Farr et al.. 
appUcani has reciied in Claim 1 that his aperture is laterally offset from the axis of the pn. 
Furtheimore, in Claim 4, the axis of the apcniw. h recited as being parallel to the axis of the pin. 
It is bcUcvcd that the recitation set forth in Claim 1 as wrll the recitation set forth in Clabn 4 
hnth dearly distinguish from Farr et al. 
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The reasons why diis coa^ction is far superior to that of Fair ert al. arr .ct forth in detail 
in response to the last amendme.nt. The Examiner is respectfully requested to Tt>.vicw those 
reasons. It is believed that once the Examiner has done so and considered, the farrgomg 
amendments and remarks, he wiU understand that the invention is neither disclosed nor 
suggested in Fart et al. and that the applicants claimed invp.nti.on is novel and imobvious over the 
prior art. 

Therefore, the F.x;)Ttdncr is respectfully requested to reexamine the. application, to 
reconsider and withdraw the rqcr.ti.ong, and to promptly eUow the case and pass it to issue. 

The Examiner is also thanked for tJir. brief telephone interview panted to applicant's 
attorney. The content of the telephone discussions is set forrh above. 

If the Examiner has any further questions, he is invited to call appUcaj^t's attorney at the 
number listed below. 

Respect'ftiUy submitted, 

CHRISTENSEN O'CONNOR 
JOHNSON KINDNESS^*-^ 





Lee E. Johnsor 
Rcgi5tr?>nnn No. 22»946 
DlreciDialNo. 206.^9^.1701 

I hereby ceirify diat this corrMpondcncc b b^ing transmitted via ^■^"i"^"^^^^, 
Trademark Office, Group Art Unit 3643, Examiner ICun C. Rowan, at facsimile nunibcr 703-306-41 95 on January B. 
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vTPf^l pK WTTH M ARyTT^tr.^ -m wnw CHANGES MADE J.^NUAR>LUQQ1 - 

In the Claims : 

Please amend Claim 1 as follow: 

1 . (Twice amended) A rftlcasahle fishing device comprising: 

a body having a distal end and a proximal end; 

& first guide member attached to the proximal end of the body; 

a releasable member releasably attached to the distal, end of the body, said releasable 
member irclnding a pin having an axis, and a guide affixed tn ..aid pin. said guide having said 
aperture thc^-cthmii^.h, said aperture having an axis, said axis of said spmnTe being Isifiiallx 
offset from the axis of said pin; 

a pin housing attached to the distd end of said body, said pin housing having a bore 
therein for releasably receiving said pin such that .said pin can slidably exit from said bore in a 
distal direction; 

a line threaded through said flrst guide [member] and ^^^y<\ apcrmrc; 

and a stop member affixed to said line between said guide mejnber and said releasable 
member, said stnp engaging said guide member when said line is dra^-n in a proximal, direction 
to puU said body in a proximal direction, said stop translating to engage said releasable member 
When said line is translated, in a distal direction rclcoive to said body so as to engage said 
releasable member and release said releasable member from said body as said stop member 

translates in a distal direction. 

4. (Twice nmended) The device of Claim 2 whexpin the axis of ib c Wgn ure.of said 

guide is parallel tn the axis of said pin. 
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